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MARCH THOUGHTS:

For each petal on the shamrock
This brings a wish your way Good health, good luck, and happiness
For today and every day.
~Author Unknown
What do you get when you cross poison ivy with a four-leaf clover? A rash of good luck.
~Author Unknown
FEBRUARY MEETING:
We had to book our guest, Elaine Gallant, for another time. She had an unexpected out of state job commitment,
and could not do her program on the Malaga Island community. Since Elaine was not able to be present, we
shifted gears, and Carolyn Small presented a lesson on Maine Maple Syruping . With that season now in full flow, it
was a tasty replacement, but we do look forward to having Elaine do her program on the Malaga Island community
at some point next year. We had a sample of local syrup (from Small’s Sugar Shack) drizzled on ice cream,
accompanied by cookies and cupcakes furnished by Heidi Williams and Diana Copp. Thanks to the both of them for
their contributions to the refreshment table. For those who have the opportunity, Maine Maple Sunday is March
th
25 , and there are several sugar makers nearby who are hosting special events for the occasion. Check on line to
see who, what and where. Maple syrup has become a very big industry for Maine farmers, and after tasting the
PURE 100% Maine maple syrup, you don’t want to go back to the stuff that is produced with little or no maple
syrup.
th

REFRESHMENTS FOR MARCH 15 MEETING:
Jean MacPherson and Linda Storey have volunteered to bring refreshments to the March meeting.
Thanks to you both.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Lisa
Dan Fossett
Fay Brown Bolduc

MARCH MEETING:
th

On Thursday, March 15 at 7:00 PM, the Cumberland Historical Society presents guest speaker Joyce Stoddard
Adrian, author of “Now I’ve Seen Everything”, the story of a girl growing up in West Cumberland, Maine.

Book Signing by Local Author

Come and meet the author!
Joyce Stoddard Adrian, formerly of West Cumberland, will be selling and signing her memoir
at the Cumberland Historical Society,
4A Blanchard Road.
March 16th at 7 p.m.
Sponsored by The Cumberland Historical Society.
Joyce Stoddard Adrian will talk about her memoir, Now I’ve Seen Everything: Growing Up In Maine In The 1940s
th
and 1950s at the Cumberland Historical Society, 4A Blanchard Road, at 7pm on March 16 , 2012.
Ms. Adrian has been published in Golf Shop Operations (NY Times), Elder (Florida Dept. of Elder Care), and Cove
Currents (independent living newsletter); her business writing includes subject matter as diverse as golf, elder
living, and corporate board minutes. Now she turns her attention to a memoir, which takes the reader through her
family’s moments of World War II, both tender and frightening; the carefree life of the fifties juxtaposed against
the cold war and communism; and a family Christian legacy that spans two centuries. She also speaks of the
unresolved relationship with her father and the women who kept the family legacy alive.
Joyce is a graduate of Greely Institute, Cumberland, and Westbrook College in Portland. She holds a B.A. in art
and anthropology from Connecticut College, New London, and makes her home in Connecticut.

OUR MEMBERS ARE BRANCHING OUT!
Member Sue Wall and her sister, Becky Gowdy, are taking their latest Civil War program on the road again. This
time they are visiting the Windham Historical Society. If you missed this one when they presented it to the
Cumberland Historical Society, make sure you go to Windham to see it. It will be at the Windham Library on
th

Saturday, March 17 at 9:00 AM. Be sure to be wearin’ your green!

ANOTHER LOCAL PROGRAM OF INTEREST:
Skyline Farm Carriage Museum’s new exhibit, WINTER TRANSPORTATION: FROM HORSE TO HORSELESS,
continues to run from 1-4 p.m. every Sunday through Mar. 25 (or by appointment), where you can explore the
evolution of horse drawn transportation. The exhibit starts with the earliest form of American horse transportation
called a Travois, once used by Native Americans to carry cargo, and moves into the exhibit time period of 1750 to
1906.
On loan from Owls Head Transportation Museum, a rare 1906 ‘Black Motor Buggy’ exemplifies horseless
transportation. The ‘Black’ vehicle along with other motorized vehicles of its time period was the beginning of the
end of the horse-drawn era. There is also a special exhibit-within-an-exhibit ‘Canadian Sleighs’, on loan from
Willowbrook Museum.
Many of you have not yet come to the Farm and seen our interesting portrayal of this particular time period,
incorporating vehicles from Skyline’s collection as well as those on loan from fellow museums. We sincerely hope
you’ll find time to drop by, if only for 15 minutes! Admission is free, but donations are gratefully accepted.

Dress appropriately as the museum is not heated. Hope to see you soon!

POULTRY BUSINESS PART II:
A few more poultry businesses were brought our attention after last month’s newsletter. Carolyn Sloat from West
Cumberland came to last month’s meeting, and told us that her grandfather had a poultry business on Highland
Avenue across from Allen’s Farm (now Skillins Greenhouse). He later changed businesses, and converted it to a
lumber business.
On Gray Road, Charlie Shaw ran a poultry business, and across the road had a busy blacksmith shop as well. Some
may remember it because it continued up into the early 1950’s.
Francis Small called from Florida to add a few more to the list. Ken Casey, on Middle Road, and just down and
across from him was Dale and Florence Butterworth. On Route 88, Bill Blaisdell had a large barn full of chickens up
into the 1960’s. That house is the David Spear home of the 1850’s. David Spear, Sr., and his son, David Spear, Jr.,
owned the shipyard where some 50 ships were built at the end of what is now Town Landing Road. That is why
the hill at the end of Tuttle Road is called Spear’s Hill.
Dick Blanchard on Greely Road had a poultry business for about twenty years. His grandson, Alan now runs that
farm. No chickens now, just the Jersey cows.
Nelson Blanchard’s farm at the corner of Greely Road and Doughty Road, Pa “Stimson” on Orchard Road, the Kelly
farm on Blanchard Road, and John Raven’s farm on Middle Road, where Main Line Fence now does business were
all poultry farms.
The Nelson farm on Tuttle Road was sold to Jim Higgins in the late 1950’s. When Jim sold it later on, the poultry
business ended at that location, and the barn stood until it was torn down in the past couple of years.
Any others? Please let us know. This great information is needed to completely and accurately record the history
of the town. Thanks to all for your input.

ACQUISITIONS:




A box of Grace Lincoln goodies donated by Connie Sweetser. In the box are various items of clothing,
some table runners, and a very interesting in memoriam flag of the Grand Army of the Republic
Gettysburg Post 161 in Boston, Massachusetts. Further research is being done on that.
Two photos from Brian & Lynda Jensen. One is a large photo of Gyger Gym that Lynda purchased for a
dollar at the Tuttle Road Methodist Church sale, and the other is this wonderful photo of the Broadmoor
Farm display of roadside apple vending . By the looks of the buildings in the background, it appears that
the location is in front of the building that was the main office of the New York & New Jersey cabins that
were on Gray Road across from the former Allen’s Farm, now Skillins Greenhouses. That location was
available to Arthur Blanchard because a relative built the cabins and the main office there. Further down
the road, nearer to Falmouth, Sweetser’s Apple Barrel used to have a roadside stand as well. The huge
apple barrel stand stood across from where Anderson’s Garage was located on Gray Road. Dick and
Connie donated a picture of that a couple of years ago. Because that part of West Cumberland in that
time period was such a “go-to” area for tourism. The reason for that was because of the Interurban trolley
system bringing people out to the area, the cabins that were located there, Forest Lake being nearby, the
Prides Forest Tea Room right at the corner of Blackstrap Road and Gray Road, the zoo where Copp Motors
now does business, and the dance hall across the road from where Copp Motors is. Both Herm Sweetser

and Arthur Blanchard, being shrewd businessmen, took advantage of that locale to sell their good
Cumberland apples to the visitors who traveled to this town. Isn’t that car a gem?










A large envelope of newspaper articles and Town of Cumberland papers from Eileen Wyatt.
A real photo postcard of the Poland Corner area of Cumberland near the corner of Tuttle Road and Middle
Road from the estate of Christine Burr Blanchard delivered by Pinky Burr.
A World War I dog tag belonging to her father, and a photo of him photo from Dorothy Bjorn Bates. The
dog tag is round, and she was not really sure that that was what it was. Thanks to the vast knowledge of
member Brian Jensen, the matter was cleared up. World War I dog tags were, indeed, round, as is
explained in the following paragraph found on the internet. You’ve got to love Google! The tag that Mrs.
Bates brought looks like the picture below.

HISTORY OF THE DOG TAG

The Civil War provided the first recorded incident of American soldiers making an effort to ensure that their identities would be
known should they die on the battlefield. Their methods were varied, and all were taken on a soldier's own initiative. In 1863,
prior to the battle of Mine's Run in northern Virginia, General Meade's troops wrote their names and unit designations on paper
tags and pinned them to their clothing. Many soldiers took great care to mark all their personal belongings. Some troops
fashioned their own "ID" (identification) tags out of pieces of wood, boring a hole in one end so that they could be worn on a
string around the neck.
The commercial sector saw the demand for an identification method and provided products. Harper's Weekly Magazine
advertised "Soldier's Pins" which could be mail ordered. Made of silver or gold, these pins were inscribed with an individual's
name and unit designation. Private vendors who followed troops also offered ornate identification disks for sale just prior to
battles. Still, despite the fact that fear of being listed among the unknowns was a real concern among the rank and file, no

reference to an official issue of identification tags by the Federal Government exists. (42% of the Civil War dead remain
unidentified.)

The first official advocacy of issuing identification tags took place in 1899. Chaplain Charles C. Pierce, who was tasked to
establish the Quartermaster Office of Identification in the Philippines, recommended inclusion of an "identity disc" in the combat
field kit as the answer to the need for standard identification. The Army Regulations of 1913 made identification tags mandatory,
and by 1917, all combat soldiers wore aluminum discs on chains around their necks.

By World War II, the circular disc was replaced by the oblong shape familiar to us today, generally referred to as "dog tags."
Since then, some myths have arisen in connection with the purpose of the identification tags. One of the more common myths
involves the reason for the notch on the tag issued between 1941 and the early 1970's. Battlefield rumor held that the notched end
of the tag was placed between the front teeth of battlefield casualties to hold the jaws in place.

No official record of American soldiers being issued these instructions exists; the only purpose of "the notch" was to hold the
blank tag in place on the embossing machine. The machine used at this time doesn't require a notch to hold the blank in place,
hence, today's tags are smooth on all sides.
The sole purpose of the identification tag is stated by its designation. Tags found around the neck of a casualty, and only those
tags found around the neck, stay with the remains at all times tags found any place besides around the neck are made note of in
the Record of Personal Effects of Deceased Personnel, and placed in an effects bag. They are not removed unless there is a need
to temporarily inter the remains. If there is only one tag present, another is made to match the first. If the remains are
unidentified, two tags marked "unidentified" are made. One tag is interred with the individual, the other placed on a wire ring in
the sequence of the temporary cemetery plot. This enables Graves Registration personnel to make positive identification of
remains during disinterment procedures; when the remains are disinterred, the tag on the wire ring is removed and placed with
the matching tag around the neck.
The Department of the Army has developed and is currently testing a new tag, which will hold 80% of a soldier's medical and
dental data on a microchip. Known as the Individually Carried Record, it is not intended to replace the present tag, but rather to
augment it as part of the "paperless battlefield" concept.

This development is in keeping with the Army's dedication to positively identify each and every fallen soldier. The yellow
TacMedCS being tested by the Marines uses radio frequency technology, electronics and global-positioning systems to pin-point
wounded.

FEBRUARY STUMPER:
What two houses in Cumberland are documented as operating as Underground Railroad homes during the Civil
War?
ANSWER: The brick house across from Greely Institute on Main Street and the big white house on Tuttle Road
across from the Cumberland Fire Department Central Station.
MARCH STUMPER:
When did Cumberland become a town?
EDITOR’S NOTES:
If anyone has upgraded their computer, or got a new one recently, and you need a place to donate your gently
used older one, please consider the Historical Society. Marie Peck has been doing a huge amount of archival input
on the one that is currently in the “office” and we are getting to the place where a newer is in order. Please
contact Carolyn Small at the Historical Society address, or at csmall1943@maine.rr.com.
If any members have an article or a question that they would like to submit to the newsletter, please contact
Carolyn Small at the Historical Society address, or at csmall1943@maine.rr.com to do so. It would be a welcome
addition!

Upcoming programs at Cumberland Historical Society:
Meetings start at 7:00 PM at the Red Brick Schoolhouse at 4A Blanchard Road unless otherwise noted.
March 15, 2012
“Now I’ve Seen Everything” (Growing Up in Maine in the 1940s and 1950s)
a visit from the author of this book, Joyce Stoddard Adrian
April 19, 2012
Records of the Poor in Cumberland
Thomas Bennett, Director of Prince Memorial Library
MEETING WILL BE HELD AT PRINCE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
May 17, 2012
The History of Boy Scouts in Cumberland
Michelle Josephson and John Chandler
May 28, 2012
MEMORIAL DAY OPEN HOUSE
(before and after the Memorial Day Parade and dedication of the new Veterans’ Monument at Moss Side
Cemetery)
June 2012
In the Beginning………… the birth of the Cumberland Historical Society Museum

